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Crystal Classes...

Cubic system represented 
by galena. Essential 
symmetry 
element: four 
threefold 
axes.
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Form
Crystals of the same mineral may not look alike. The same faces on
two crystals may be different sizes and therefore form different-shaped

crystals. Crystals may also grow with a variation of 
“form.’’ Shown here are three forms found in the cubic 

crystal system, illustrated by pyrite.

SAME BUT DIFFERENT
Some crystallographers consider the trigonal system
partof the hexagonal system. Both systems have the
same set of axes, but the trigonal has only threefold
symmetry. This is seen in the 
terminal faces.
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